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Dear parents/guardians and staff, 
 
FREE RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS 
 
As part of the WA free rapid antigen test (RAT) program, the state government has 
provisioned additional nasal RATs for families and staff to increase access to 
COVID-19 testing, as required.  
 
A rapid antigen test, or RAT, is a quick home test to check for COVID-19 and 
provides a result within 15 to 30 minutes.  
 
RATs can be used to test for COVID-19 if someone is experiencing fever, respiratory 
symptoms, including cough, sore throat, runny nose, or loss of smell or taste, or 
other symptoms such as fatigue, headache, diarrhoea or nausea/vomiting.  
 
RAT kits include guidance on their recommended use. RAT kits may vary, and it is 
recommended that parents/guardians check the suitability of RATs being used for 
children and follow instructions closely. Parents/guardians should perform or 
supervise use of RATs for children.  
 
Anyone with a positive RAT result should stay at home for at least five (5) days and 
until symptoms have resolved. Positive RAT results should be registered online with 
the WA Department of Health. Further information for those with a positive RAT can 
be found on the HealthyWA website.  
 
Importantly, please stay at home if you are unwell. Parents should not send their 
child to school if they are unwell, even if they test negative to COVID-19. Monitor 
symptoms and test again if symptoms persist.  
 
As RATs test only for COVID-19, and not for other respiratory viruses such as 
influenza, it is recommended to see a doctor if unwell or have worsening symptoms. 
 
Visit the Healthy WA website for more information about COVID-19.  
 
Yours sincerely 
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